A conference directed at the study of drought stress in crop plants and the mitigation of drought effect at the farm level is considered by many as timely and essential in view of present concerns about both food security and climate change. It is also a welcome fact that, due to worries about climate change, the support and sponsorships of research on drought issues in agriculture is increasing gradually. This support is common to many agencies and political platforms concerned with the future of global food security. In certain policy documents regarding this issue the mood even seems to border on panic.
began to explain the function of certain important genes determining drought resistance. In certain outstanding cases, genes with an established understanding of their function have become ready for, or are already under utilization in breeding. While marker-assisted selection is still grappling with its role as a tool in breeding for water-limited environments, much has been learned about the technology. In certain cases, the technology is coming of age with respect to breeding for drought resistance in the private seed sector, in certain CGIAR centres, and in several NARS.
Drought research towards sustaining crop production in water-limited environments is expanding due to innovative ideas, hard work, and increased funding. Probably the most impressive expression of this trend can be seen in China as it is driven by the realization that water crisis is a major threat to their present and future food production. The number of Chinese publications on drought research in international scientific journals has been steadily increasing since the year 2000 ( Fig. 1) . Beyond scientific publications, China is becoming a leader in drought research and solution delivery in upland and rainfed rice production in China and beyond.
A group of 12 distinguished scientists from MIT recently published a white paper entitled 'The third revolution: the convergence of the life sciences, physical sciences and engineering' (http://web.mit.edu/dc/Policy/MIT%20White%20 Paper%20on%20Convergence.pdf). This paper describes a new model for scientific research known as 'convergence'. It offers the potential for revolutionary advances in biomedicine and other areas of science. This paper was driven, in part, by recognizing that the highly divided discipline of scientific research as it has evolved over many years is, in certain ways, slowing the development of solutions for improving human life and the environment. The proposed new model recommends collaboration among research groups and the integration of disciplinary approaches that have originally been viewed as separate and distinct. This merging of technologies, processes, and devices into a unified whole will create new pathways and opportunities for scientific and technological advancement. The convergence model has already proved its effectiveness, mainly in medicine where solutions have been developed by converging biological, physical, computing, and engineering sciences on a single problem.
On a smaller and more intimate scale, Interdrought can be visualized as a mechanism to enhance convergence among the different disciplines involved with drought research. While during the pre-Interdrought period the different disciplines of biology, agronomy, and environmental sciences researched the problem of drought almost independently, we now see a movement towards a convergence of disciplinary research which results in the advancement of solutions for the farmer. This trend is developing and it will develop in the future, hopefully with the continued contribution of the Interdrought conferences.
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